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Information Note No. 12
To:
All successful Ireland-Wales beneficiaries

From:
Finance Unit, Ireland-Wales Programme

Date:
23rd April, 2010 
Re:
Payment on receipt of a valid Statement of Expenditure
_______________________________________________________________________________
The Payments process of the Ireland-Wales Programme currently requires all partners to go through detailed First Level Control work, and a Payment Claim to be submitted by the Lead Partner, before any payment can be made. Payment is made directly to the Lead Partner, and the Lead partner is responsible for passing the appropriate payments to their project partners. 

In light of (i) the changed economic environment, and (ii) the number of Statements of Expenditure being submitted for processing and the time taken to do the required work on them:

the JTS has concluded it is in the best interests of our beneficiaries and of the Programme to introduce a process whereby a payment of 50% of the total Expenditure declared will be made to the submitting partner upon receipt of a valid Statement of Expenditure. 
Good Practice Guide 4 (issued July 2009) laid down clear rules for the completion and submission of Statements of Expenditure, and Information Note 10 (issued November 2009) clarified the situation further. Of particular importance was the amended checklist appended to Information Note 10; items 1 – 5 on that checklist are crucial, and any file submitted without those items cannot be considered valid. 
The payment proposed will be made if the file submitted is:

(i)
complete, 

(ii)
accompanied by the checklist referred to above, 

(iii) 
accompanied by the items required at 1 – 5 of that checklist, 

(iv)
signed by an appropriate person, 

(v)
submitted in hard-copy and soft copy (.xls format), and
(vi)
accompanied by a letter signed by the Contact person detailing the Bank to which payment 
should be made (this will be required for electronic banking).  
Please note also the contents of Information Note 11, detailing which transactions and budget lines need to be supported in detail with the Statement of Expenditure, and which can be retained for inspection on-the-spot. 

If payment is made, it will likely be made before First Level Control work has commenced, so it carries no implication that the transactions listed on the Statement of Expenditure have been certified or are satisfactory. Payment will be made by cheque for the time being, but we intend to switch to electronic banking shortly. First Level Control work will be carried out on Statements of Expenditure in the order in which they are submitted, and certificates will issue to partners when Control work is complete. Any further payment due to partners will be made via the Payment Claim process in the normal manner. 
We intend to continue with this amended procedure as long as it is required and as long as we have the capacity, but we are aware that to make payment before Control work is complete carries some risk, and that risk will have to be kept under review.  
For further information, please contact:
Ireland-Wales Programme JTS,
Old Port of Waterford Building, 

2 George’s Street, 

Waterford, 
Ireland
Tel. (+353) 51 318100

Email
: creilly@seregassembly.ie  
Web
: www.irelandwales.ie 
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This file is sent to you as Contact Person for your partner organisation. Please forward it to anyone else in the organisation that you consider appropriate

